
Drawing on techniques from social network analysis, PRRI’s 2013 American

Values Survey asked respondents to identify as many as seven people with

whom they had discussed important matters in the six months prior to the

survey. The results reveal just how segregated white social circles are.

Overall, the social networks of whites are a remarkable 91 percent white.*

White American social networks are only one percent black, one percent

Hispanic, one percent Asian or Pacific Islander, one percent mixed race, and

one percent other race. In fact, fully three-quarters (75 percent) of whites have

entirely white social networks without any minority presence. This level of

social-network racial homogeneity among whites is significantly higher than

among black Americans (65 percent) or Hispanic Americans (46 percent).
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For me, a white man, hearing accounts of how black parents teach their sons

to deal with police is 
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